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RALEIGH MAYORAL RACE 
6 issues 
set rivals 
apart 

in runoff 


BY HENRY GARGAN 
hgargan@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 
The two candidates for Ra- 
leigh mayor have different ideas 
about the city’s priorities and 

spending habits. 

On Nov. 7, voters will choose 
between three-term incumbent 
Mayor Nancy McFarlane, an 
unaffiliated candidate, and 
Democratic challenger Charles 
Francis. 

McFarlane won 48.5 percent 
of the vote in the Oct. 10 gener- 
al election, while Francis won 
36.7 percent and Republican 
Paul Fitts won 14.8. Since no 
one got a majority, Francis 
called for a runoff 
against McFar- 
lane. Fitts will not 
appear on the 
ballot. 

Here are six 
issues that set 
Francis and 
McFarlane apart. 


Charles 
Francis 
TAXES 
McFarlane has 
shown a willing- 
ness to increase 
taxes. Francis 
describes himself 
as a fiscal conser- 
vative who gener- 


Nancy ally opposes tax 
McFarlane hikes. 
Raleigh’s 


property tax rate has risen 4.3 
cents in the past five years. The 
current rate is 42.5 cents per 
$100 in valuation. 

Last year, the City Council 
increased the property tax rate 
by 2 cents for affordable hous- 
ing and to pay off debt from the 
city’s purchase of Dix Park. The 
council also agreed to put a 
referendum on the Oct. 10 bal- 
lot asking voters to spend $200 
million for road and sidewalk 
upgrades. Voters approved the 
bond, which will increase the 
property tax rate by 1.3 cents 
over the next few years. 

McFarlane says it’s OK to 
raise taxes to invest in the city’s 
future, but “we don’t just spend 
money on every shiny thing that 
comes down the pike.” 

Francis says increases in the 
property tax rate are particularly 


SEE MAYOR, 5A 


MAP ACT 


BY RICHARD STRADLING 
rstradling@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Last year the state Supreme 
Court gave a victory to hun- 
dreds of landowners who had 
spent years fighting a state law 
known as the Map Act. 

The law, passed in 1987, was 
designed to make it easier and 
cheaper for the state to build 
highways by allowing it to 
designate certain corridors for 
future roads where landowners 
would be barred from sub- 
dividing or building on their 
property. As the years dragged 
on without any offers from the 
state to buy their property, 
hundreds of landowners sued, 
and in June 2016 the Supreme 
Court agreed that the Map Act 
amounted to the government 
taking private property without 
paying for it. 


After high court victory, 
landowners still waiting 


CHUCK LIDDY cliddy@newsobserver.com 


Walter Simpkins stands behind his home Wednesday south of Garner. Simpkins says he hasn't been able to sell or develop his land for 
two decades because of the Map Act, which was used to prevent development in the path of the planned Interstate 540 extension. 


Many haven't gotten payment for land that fell under state control 


66 


THE MAP ACT RESTRICTED PLAINTIFFS’ FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS TO 
IMPROVE, DEVELOP, AND SUBDIVIDE THEIR PROPERTY FOR AN 
UNLIMITED PERIOD OF TIME. THESE RESTRAINTS, COUPLED WITH 
THEIR INDEFINITE NATURE, CONSTITUTE A TAKING OF PLAINTIFFS’ 
ELEMENTAL PROPERTY RIGHTS BY EMINENT DOMAIN. 


Supreme Court of North Carolina 


Sixteen months later, the 
majority of plaintiffs in the 
Map Act cases haven’t re- 
ceived a dime. After trial 
courts in Wake and other 
counties began ordering the 
state Department of Trans- 
portation to begin the process 
of determining what the prop- 
erties are worth last fall, DOT 
appealed to the state Court of 
Appeals, which has yet to rule. 

The continued legal fight 


over if and how people should 
be compensated when their 
property has been subject to 
the Map Act adds to years of 
frustration for landowners. 

Walter Simpkins thought the 
Supreme Court’s decision 
meant he’d finally be able to 
sell his home at the end of Joe 
Leech Road in southern Wake 
County to the only buyer he’ll 
ever find, NCDOT. His home 
on the former family farm 


appears on the department’s 
map for the southern leg of 
Interstate 540, near the mid- 
dle of the future highway. The 
state applied the Map Act toa 
portion of his property in 1997, 
placing dibs on his home and 
essentially cutting off access to 
10 acres behind it that he had 
hoped to subdivide into house 
lots and sell. The law gave 


SEE MAP ACT, 9A 


Bed at the center of decades-old ghost 
story returned to governor’s mansion 


BY COLIN CAMPBELL 
ccampbell@ncinsider.com 


The bed at the center of a 
decades-old ghost story has 
returned to the North Carolina 
governor’s mansion under Gov. 
Roy Cooper. 

Gov. Daniel Fowle was the 
mansion’s first resident and had 
an extra-large bed specially 
made, but he died in office in 


1891. The bed stayed in the 
mansion until Gov. Bob Scott, 
who was elected in 1968, had it 
moved to storage because he 
wanted a more comfortable bed. 
Shortly after the bed was 
moved, Scott woke up nightly to 
a strange knocking sound from 
inside the wall behind where the 
headboard had stood. 

“We assume that it is the 
ghost of Gov. Fowle, requesting 
that the bed in which he died be 


replaced in the room,” Scott 
said in the 1980 book “North 
Carolina Legends.” 

Cooper and first lady Kristin 
Cooper picked the bed out from 
a state storage warehouse earli- 
er this year after they moved 
into the mansion. When they 
moved in, the second-floor 
bedroom had twin beds, and 
first daughter Hilary Cooper 


. N.C. Governor’s Office file photo 


Children scream as then-Gov. Pat McCrory shows off the “coffin,” and 


SEE HAUNTED, 5A _ the “corpse” of Gov. Daniel Fowle rises at the governor’s mansion. 
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